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N I G H T J A R
Eastern Kentucky, coal country. The miner in his 
coal vein can’t stand up straight; a young man 
in his black vein is dancing in light. In 1950 a 
mining family is kicking off coal dust; business is 
good, and Della is the first of her family to leave 
for college. In 2017 the coal dust’s scrubbed 
clean, but Della’s still here, housing a family she 
didn’t expect. NIGHTJAR is a test of grace under 
pressure, from the interior and the exterior.
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 “there’s no 
cure for that 

dark there, 
coming out of 
your mouth.” 

- BUOY
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 “My mining family wasn’t ignorant in their 
levity – they were and still are realists, but 
know how to throw a little mercy to one 
another in the face of darkness. I want to 
learn to do the same.” 

 “What initially drew me to Nightjar was the 
carefully drawn women, but I stayed for the 
layered drama of the coal town. Nightjar poses 
a question that sticks to you the way coal dust 
envelops its characters – with everything we’ve 
done, can we ever truly be clean?” 


